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thought were invited. The monks of Xalanda were
included in the invitation, and were naturally
delighted to come and witness the religious triumph
of their Chinese brother, Harsha took with him
the Pilgrim and the king of Assam up the Ganges
to Kanauj. There were great processions and
banquets in his honour. For eighteen days a
challenge was offered to any one to overthrow the
Pilgrim's doctrines but no one was bold enough to
take up the challenge, and save the followers of
the Little Yehicl# from utter confusion. Harsha
offered the Pilgrim thousands of pieces of gold
and silver, rare jewels, and costly dresses, but
he refused them; as inconsistent with his quest of
spiritual knowledge.
The Pilgrim now wished to start on his return
journey to China, but Harsha delayed him for
another great religious assemblage at Prayag. After
this he gave him leave to depart, and both Harsha
and the king of Assam hade him a tender farewellf
and loaded him with presents for the journey.
A powerful escort was also provided for him with
letters of commendation for carriages and transport
on the way. He carried books, images, and
relics. He was enough of a gardener to carry
some flower seeds from India. A great elephant
formed part of the equipage. In crossing the
Indus, they encountered a great storm, in which 50
manuscripts and the flower seeds were lost. He
tried to replace part of his literary loss by halting
on the way to allow for fresh wpies to reaeh him.